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What’s Your View?
Open Floor Plans in Design

36MichiganHomeandLifestyle.com

DE
SI

G
N 

 | 
 G

ue
st

 D
es

ign
er

: A
sh

lei
gh

 K
os

in 
| W

ha
t’s

 Y
ou

r V
iew

? 
O

pe
n 

Flo
or

 P
lan

s 
in 

De
sig

n

Whether you are downsizing, upsizing, building a new home, or remodeling an existing one, the open 
floor plan concept is a popular choice these days. Watch any fixer-upper show, and they almost always 
feature this look. They rip down walls to open spaces and views, and they blend areas that used to be 
traditional family rooms, dining rooms, and/or kitchens. The result is large, open spaces that are wonder-
ful for all-inclusive living. Fewer walls mean more light and the appearance of larger rooms, which is a 
positive in design.  An open concept can sometimes be a challenge, however, when it comes to furniture 
layout and design. The lack of walls can mean the need to get creative with furniture placement, focal 
points, and defined spaces. 
 In the living area, “floating” a sofa or sectional is almost always necessary. Determining how to 
orient the piece can be done with a fun game of “what’s your view?” Do you have a beautiful fireplace, 
a gallery wall, or a spectacular view outside your windows? Arrange your larger furniture pieces around 

W

the focal point and then work your way out from 
there. Don’t be afraid to provide a variety of seating 
throughout the space to give it a cozy feel.  Use small 
ottomans or cubes for extra seating or a nice footrest.  
 Placing four accent chairs in a circle with a 
round ottoman in the middle is one of my favorite 
arrangements. It creates an intimate seating area and 
looks inviting. An area rug will help define the space 
and create warmth. Console tables are also a great 
way to help separate a seating area and help delin-
eate one area from the next.
 Dining areas are essen-
tial with open concept living, 
as they are usually the gather-
ing place for family dinners, 
homework time, or game 
night. When selecting a dining 
table, choose one that offers 
functionality and a design 
that complements your style. 
Complete the look by adding 
a size-appropriate light fixture 
over the table.  
 In lighting, a good rule 
of thumb is to make sure the light is half to three-
quarters the width of your table, and be sure the light 
fixture does not block the open flow of the space. 
Glass creates an airy feel that doesn’t hamper the 
view in any way. 
 Another important element in your dining 
space is mixing in some fabrics, whether it be through 
an area rug or upholstered dining chairs. Creating a 
softness to balance the harder elements is a must.  

 While you don’t normally think of furni-
ture when planning your kitchen space, an open 
concept often brings the design into the kitchen 
workspace. An island with an elevated countertop 
provides a great seating/entertaining area, and a 
good-looking, comfortable bar or counter stool is 
a must.  
 Select a stool that is functional but also 
coordinates with the style of the overall space. 
An upholstered stool combines both comfort and 

design. With the countless 
colors and patterns avail-
able in performance fabrics 
today, you can get creative 
while also being confi-
dent in the durability and 
cleanability of the material.  
Accent rugs will also warm 
up the kitchen space and 
provide some comfort for 
the hardest-working area in 
the house.  
 When the focal point 
of your home is what’s 

outside the window, try to keep a few things in 
mind. Open sightlines allow for the unencumbered 
flow from your indoor to your outdoor space. Be 
conscious of how furniture placement may block a 
view, particularly if you are lucky enough to have 
a water view.  And, finally, incorporate your indoor 
design with your outdoor space so that the liv-
ing area has the feeling of extending beyond the 
walls. q
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It’s the perfect season to brighten up your home with fun fabrics, 
bright color, and a coastal flair, whether it be through a simple 
accent pillow or throw blanket or updating new furniture. Here 
are a few of my favorites! 

CURREY & COMPANY TIDEWATER CHANDELIER 
This beautiful coastal chandelier is ringed in natural sea glass and gives a nod to 
nautical luxury. Made in the USA by Currey & Company, this is the perfect fit for 
any beach or lake house. CurreyandCompany.com

DASH & ALBERT SKYLER STRIPE 
INDOOR/OUTDOOR RUG
In this fresh new favorite, pale marine shades are 
paired with indigo, navy, and grey stripes on a 
bright white base. Made of  super heroic polypro-
pylene and terrific for high-traffic areas, this scrub-
bable and bleachable indoor/outdoor rug will stand 
up to everything you dish out for years to come. 
DashandAlbert.com

PINE CONE HILL TYLER INDIGO 
QUILT
Punch up a crisp white bed with this revers-
ible cotton sham featuring modern geometric 
prints in deep blue. Also available in French 
blue. Mix and match with duvet covers, sheet 
sets, and shams. Constructed of  100% cotton.  
PineConeHill.com

DASH & ALBERT MELANGE
DIAMOND BLUE OTTOMAN
Is it a bench, a footstool, or a coffee 
table? This unique 40-inch rug otto-
man is the perfect addition to any 
living room or bedroom. It is a versa-
tile piece created using fabric that is 
100% cotton. AnnieSelke.com

BOAT WOOD PAINTERS 
CONSOLE TABLE 
This unique console piece 
is constructed of  reclaimed 
fishing boats from Bali. 
Each piece is unique, 
with bright paint colors 
from the original boats. 
EnjoyLakeHouseLiving.com

LEE INDUSTRIES 1935 SECTIONAL SERIES
This beautiful sectional with stylish lines is a perfect fit for any home. 
Available in many different configurations, finishes, and fabrics. Made in 
the USA using eco-friendly manufacturing practices. LeeIndustries.com

DINING CHAIRS STYLE 5578-01 BY 
LEE INDUSTRIES
This stylish dining chair is made in the USA 
using eco-friendly manufacturing practices. It 
is available in over 20 finishes and thousands 
of  fun fabrics. Also available in counter and 
bar height. LeeIndustries.com

JOHN ROBSHAW ACCENT 
PILLOWS AND THROW 
BLANKETS
These handmade accent pil-
lows and throw blankets pro-
vide for an easy home update. 
Handwoven in a loop design 
that seems to float, these 
beautiful pieces provide dimen-
sion, almost like a sculpture. 
JohnRobshaw.com
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